BELIZE

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION ACT
CHAPTER 212

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under theauthority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
FOREST FIREPROTECTIONACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



BELIZE

FOREST FIRE PROTECTION ACT
CHAPTER 212

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
FOREST FIREPROTECTIONACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



Forest Fire Protection [CAP.212 3

CHAPTER 212

FOREST FIREPROTECTION

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

1. Shorttitle.
2. I nterpretation.
3. Declaration of afireprotection area.

4, Chief Forest Officer to prepare afire protection plan.
5. Landowner to benatified.

6. Landowner to carry out prescription or pay the Chief Forest Officer
to do so.

7. Right of apped against prescriptions.
8. Chief Forest Officer to apply planto national lands.

9. Chief Forest Officer may carry out prescriptionson privatelandsand
clamcogs.

10. Chief Forest Officer may carry out prescriptionson privateland at
Government expense.

11. Frefighting.

12. Liability for damage.
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13. Controlled aress.

14. Disaster preparedness and response rel ated power.

CHAPTER 212

CAP 175,

R.E. 1980-1990.

200f 1962, FOREST FIRE PROTECTION

380f 1963.

400f 1963 [10th November, 1962]

100f 2000.

Shorttitle. 1. ThisAct may becited asthe Forest Fire Protection Act.

Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-
“fire protection plan” meansaplan approved by the Minister confined to such
measuresasin theopinion of theMinister may benecessary for the prevention
of forest firesor bush firesand theextinguishing of suchfires, and may include
provisonfor thebuilding of firelines, roads, bridges, firetowersor lookouts,
telephone systems and the supply of vehiclesand equipment for firefighting,
transport and communi cations and men empl oyed to operate the machines,
fight firesand man thefirelookouts. A plan may includetimelimitsfor the
completionof works prescribed therein and timelimitsfor provison of ma-
chinesand equi pment and may definethe periods during which men shall be
employed;
“landowner” means any person who holds or the agent of any personwho
holdsany land infreehold or by grant, prescription or any other form of acqui-
gtion or isthelessee of the Crown or any other person under or by virtueof a
lease or agreement for alease which providesfor aterm exceeding fifteen
yearsor includesan optionto purchase or acquirethefreeholdtitleto theland.
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3. TheMinister may, by Order publishedinthe Gazette, declareany area
of Belizeto beafireprotection area.

4, The Chief Forest Officer shall prepareafire protection planfor any
areadeclared to beafireprotection area. Heshall complete such planwithin
six monthsafter publication of the Order declaring theareain the Gazette. He
shall then submit thefire protection planto the Minister who shall approveor
amendit.

5. When thefire protection plan has been approved and signed by the
Minister, the Chief Forest Officer shall notify inwriting each landowner who
enjoysrightswithinthefireprotection area, of the prescriptionsof thefire pro-
tection planin so far asthey apply to the lands over which each respective
landowner enjoysrights, and shall send to the landowner acopy of thefire
protection plan.

6. Each landowner shall at hisown expense carry out the prescriptions of
thefireprotection planin so far asthey relateto land over which he enjoys
rights, provided that he may requirethe Chief Forest Officer to carry out the
prescriptions of thefire protection plan on such land in which casetheland-
owner shall pay the cost of carrying out each prescription asestimated inthe
fire protection plan, to the Chief Forest Officer, not later than thirty daysafter
the completion of the prescription.

7. Withinsixty daysof thedatethat the Chief Forest Officer servesnotice
on alandowner in accordance with section 5, thelandowner may appedl tothe
Minister against any or al of the prescriptionsinthefire protection planwhich
relateto theland over which theland owner enjoysrights. The Minister shall
consder such apped and hisdecision thereon shdl befinal.

8. The Chief Forest Officer shall carry out the prescriptions of thefire
protection planin sofar asthey relateto land in the possession of the Crown or
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the Government.

9. If, withinthetime specified in afire protection plan, any landowner
failsto comply with or to carry out any prescriptionintheplanrelatingtoland
over which heenjoysrights, the Chief Forest Officer may enter upon theland
and carry out the prescriptionsthereof. Insuchacasethelandowner shal pay
to the Chief Forest Officer on demand the actual expensesincurredinthe
execution of al work carried out in accordance with thefire protection plan
andif thelandowner failsto pay the expenseson demand they may berecov-
ered asacivil debt dueto the Crown.

10.  TheChief Forest Officer may, after giving fourteen days noticetothe
landowner, enter any land within afire protection areato carry out the pre-
scriptionsof afire protection plan at no cost to thelandowner, inwhich case
the Chief Forest Officer shall not beliablefor any damagewhich may result
from putting such prescriptionsinto effect.

1. Inthe event of the outbreak of aforest or bushfire, whether within or
without afire protection area, the Chief Forest Officer may, with or without
assistants, enter upon any land or direct any person to enter, with or without
ass stants, upon any land and there take such measures, including the building
of firelinesand the destruction of trees, asthe Chief Forest Officer or, asthe
casemay be, the person so directed may consider necessary for fighting such
outbreak of fire.

12.  Neither the Government, the Chief Forest Officer, nor any person
acting under adirection given by the Chief Forest Officer or assisting the
Chief Forest Officer, shall beliablefor any lossor damage suffered by any
person directly or indirectly in consequence of anything done under sections
9,10and 11.

13.-(1) TheMinister may, by Order published in two issuesof the Gazette,
declare any part of Belizeto bea* controlled area’.
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(2) SuchOrder shdl specify theperiod duringwhichit shal remaininforce,
which period shall not belonger than six monthsand shall expireeach year on
30th June.

(3) No person shall enter or remain within acontrolled areawithout the
written permission of the Chief Forest Officer or of aperson authorised by the
Chief Forest Officer.

(4) A permission granted under subsection (3) may be made subject to
such conditionsand restrictions stated therein asthe person by whom the per-
missionisgranted may think fit.

(5) Any personwhoisaggrieved by arefusal of the Chief Forest Officer
to grant him permission to enter acontrolled area, or by the conditionsunder
which such permissonisgranted, may apped inwritingtothe Minister, andthe
decision of theMinister shal befindl.

(6) Any personwho entersor remainswithinacontrolled areawithout the
written permission of the Chief Forest Officer or of aperson authorised by the
Chief Forest Officer or whoinacontrolled areacontravenesor failsto comply
with any condition or restriction expressed in the permission granted to him
commitsan offenceand isliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
two thousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years, or
to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

14.  Anyexerciseof any power of the Chief Forest Officer under thisActis  Disaster
an exercise of adisaster preparedness and responserel ated power withinthe  Preparedness

. . . and response
meaning of section 13 (1) of the Disaster Preparednessand Response Act. related power.
10 of 2000.

CAP 145,
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